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What is Phonics? 

Phonics is a way of teaching reading where your child is taught 
to read letters or groups of letters by saying the sound (or 
sounds) they represent. Children can then start to read words by 
blending the sounds together to make a word. 
 

Some sounds are represented by single letters. For example, the s, 
a and t in ‘sat’ are all separate sounds: 

 

 

Some sounds are represented by two letters (‘digraphs’). For  ex-
ample, the oo sound in ‘moon’ or the ch sound in ‘rich’:  

 

 

Some sounds are represented by three letters (‘trigraphs’). For ex-
ample, the igh sound in ‘night’ or the air sound in ‘fair’: 

 

 

Sometimes, vowel sounds (a/e/i/o/u) are split by a consonant. 
This is called a ‘split digraph’. Here are some examples: 
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What is the Year 2 Phonics Screening Check? 

The Phonics Screening Check is a statutory national read-
ing test to confirm whether children can read/blend words 
to an appropriate standard. It is usually administered dur-
ing the month of June in Year 1. However, due to the na-
tional lockdown, the current Year 2 children could not take 
the Check last year. Therefore, they will be undertaking the 
Check in the second half of the Autumn term instead. In 
our school, this will take place between Monday 23rd and 
Friday 27th November. In the meantime, your child will be 
receiving daily lessons in Letters & Sounds to prepare them 
for the Check. Please be assured that the 
Phonics Check is not presented to children 
as a ‘test’ and, therefore, should not be 
stressful or worrying for them. 

How are the results used? 

The results of the Check will be used to 
identify children who need extra help so 
that they can be given support to improve 
their reading skills. After the Check is administered, a ‘pass 
score’ will be published and this will indicate whether each 
child has or has not met the expected Phonics standard. 
This year, if a Year 2 child does not ‘pass’ the Check in No-
vember, they will have another opportunity to do so in 
June 2021. They will be provided with interventions to sup-
port them with this. All parents will be informed of their 
child’s result. 
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What happens during the Phonics Check? 

The Check contains 40 words. Each child will sit one-to-
one with their teacher and will be asked to read each 
word aloud. The Check will take approximately 10 
minutes per child; although all children are  different and 
will complete the check at their own pace. The list of 
words is a combination of 20 real words and 20 ‘alien 
words’.  

Here are some examples: 

 

You will find more information about ’alien words’ on the 
next page...  

 

Real words Alien words 
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What are ‘alien words’? 

‘Alien words’ are nonsense words with no meaning. Alien 
words are included in the Check because they will be new 
to all pupils. They test good use of Phonic blending with-
out children being able to rely on visual memory of words. 
In the Phonics Check, all alien words will be accompanied 
by a picture of an alien, so that children are aware that 
they are not real words and will not make sense.  

 

What does the Phonics Check look like? 

This is what the Phonics Check booklet looks like…  
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How can I help my child at home? 

 Read as much as possible to and with your child. 

 Practise recognition of sounds, including ‘digraphs’ 
and ‘trigraphs’: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Practise reading alternative spellings of sounds: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Practise a mixture of real and alien words (see next 
page for more examples). 
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More examples of alien words: 
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Useful websites: 

 Letters and Sounds 

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/ 

 Cbeebies Alphablocks 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks 

 BBC Bitesize Phonics 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcqqtfr 

 ICT Games: Literacy 

http://www.ictgames.com/literacy 

 Family Learning Phonics Games 

http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html 

 Phonics Play 

http://phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

 Oxford Owl 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk 

 Phonics Bloom 

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/ 

Useful apps: 

 Teach Your Monster To Read 

 Phonics Genius 

 Meet the Alphablocks 

 ABC Alphabet Phonics 

 ABC Kids 

Phonics Videos on Youtube: 

 Mr T’s Phonics 

 Mr Mc 

 Jolly Phonics 

 

Please note: If you search for ‘Phonics Games’ on your web browser or app store, 
you will find many more examples! 


